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1 . - AT! YESTERDAY EVENING'S NESTING 1 ONE OF THE ... 

.^CONFEREES RAISED THE GENERAL PROPOSITION OF WHETHER IT I! 

../.BETTER TO FIGHT THE ENENY ON THE FRONTIERS OR DEEPER ' \ ' 

I WITHIN SOUTH VIETNAM. IN THE GENERAL DEBATE, I DREW , 

• HEmuf CN THE SPEaflcs 0F tour analysis on.the earlier '• ':£$$$$ 

■ SITUATION. NEAR CON THIEN, '• J-V 

•.. • • ■ ;< * ; ■■ ' 

•' 2 . NEVERTHELESS t UE SHALL' HEAR MORE OF THIS ARGU- ,t;X 

.. WENT IN THE FUTURE. THE ARGUMENT RUNS LIKE THIS; ' • V /' 

; FIGHTING ALONG THE FRONTIERS CLOSE TO ENEMY SANCTUARIES/ . ‘ : 

IS CA> COSTLIER FOR US THAN FOR THE ENEMY, CB> DIVERTS 

OUR FORCES FROM THE REALLY DECISIVE TASK, SUPPORT OF ^ 7 T m i 

PACIFICATION, AND <C> CREATES UNNECESSARY PRESSURES FOR TToSim 

ESCALATORY ACTION AGAINST SANCTUARIES OUTSIDE SVN. 
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ANO/on CONTINUATION SHEET 
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THEREFORE-* THE ARGUMENT GOES. WE WOULD BE BETTER OFF / V; •. 

TO PULL OUR FORCES SOME DISTANCE 8ACK FR011 THE -".IT) 

•:•.*•...** > *’■ 

FRONTIERS. WE WOULD THEN BE ABLE U> TO DEVOTE flORE 
.OF OUR niLITARY RESOURCES TO THE NUMBER-ONE JOB — • ; 

Vl./X .fei. 

PACIFICATION AND CB> HAVE SUFFICIENT MANEUVER ROOM TO - T. .V 

• : *. • • • . . ■ 1 / r •• *• • • 

‘ , •« / ». . 
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PACIFICATION AND CB> HAVE SUFFICIENT MANEUVER ROOM TO 
ENGAGE THE ENEMY ON OUR SIDE OF THE FRONTIERS SO THAT ! 
THE SANCTUARY PROBLEM WOULD BE LESS DIFFICULT. - 
. 3. TO MEET THIS GENERALIZED. ARGUMENT-. WE NEED 
THE KIND OF ANALYSIS AND SPECIFIC FACT CONTAINED IN " • 
!VOUR MESSAGES ON .CON THIEN. 

. H* PLEASE. PROVIDE ME WITH .YOUR ANALYSES ON THE . 
BORDER AREAS OF. -T-AY NINH AND THE PLEIKU-KONTUM AREA PLUS 
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-OTHERS WHICH IN YOUR OPINION 


ANY FURTHER THOUGHTS ON THE 


| Int, rUtiKu Suii 1 nil ruu* }-.$•- '• 

I HAVE CRITICAL SIGNIFICANCE?.! 

. r:/y-si '£’/■■ 

DMZ AREA WOULD ALSO BE 

\ ’• \i-\ ■ # *» t j j * 

OF GEOGRAPHY AND TERRAIN-* 

. .* — v * .-.v -v *: v * * > -i - 
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USEFUL. BASED ON THE FACTS OF GEOGRAPHY AND TERRAIN, :;Vi 

. > ;■ ! "y ^ •: •/" ■- *•> .r.}“ 

YOUR ANALYSIS SHOULD SHOW THE MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE 

••••. ’ 

OF THESE CRITICAL AREAS AND WHY .IT WOULD BE COUNTER 

' V v"-'":':. 'v V''- 

•TO OUR OVER-ALL OBJECTIVE TO FALL BACK -AND CONCENTRATE ' ? . 

* * ’ • , * .* *. * * . V . V**. * 

ON OVERSIZE OSTRICH-EGG ENCLAVES" A' LA GAVIN* ' 
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